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SUBJECT: FMG ACTS TO AVERT A NATIONAL DOCTORS' STRIKE 

REF: LAGOS 8256 

1 . THE NATIONWIDE STRIKE OF NIGERIAN DOCTORS SCHEDULED FOR JULY 
12 IN SUPPORT OF STRIKING DOCTORS IN LAGOS HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
FOLLOWING A MEETING BETWEEN CHIEF OF STAFF YAR'ADUA AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NIGERIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (NMA). 

IN ANNOUNCING THE CANCELLATION ON Y TIONAL TELEVISION, YAR'ADUA 
SAID A PANEL WILL BE SET UP ON WHICH BOTH THE NIGERIAN MEDICAL 
COUNCIL AND THE NMA WILL BE REPRESENTED TO ADVISE ON REGULATION 
OF PRIVATE PRACTICE IN THE COUNTRY. 

2. YAR'ADUA'S ACTION FOLLOWED A SUCCESSION OF MEETINGS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE VARIOUS PARTIES TO THE DISPUTE WHICH 
CULMINATED IN THE NMA CALL FOR A 24 HOUR NATIONAL WALKOUT: 

- INITIALLY, LAGOS DOCTORS' MEETING AT LAGOS UNIVERSITY 
TECHING HOSPITAL (LUTH), VOTED TO EXPEL FROM THE NAMA THE STATE 
COMMISSIONER FOR HEALTH AND TWO MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF WHO DRAFTED 
THE EDICT; 

- IN AN EMERGENCY MEETING LAST SUNDAY, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
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NMA STATE BRANCHES MET AT LUTH AND ENDORSED THE SIX DAY OLD 
STRIKE BY LAGOS DOCTORS PROTESTING THE LAGOS STATE PRIVATE 
HOSPITALS EDICT AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S BAN ON PRIVATE 
PRACTICE; 

- THE PHYSICIANS SOUGHT LAGOS HIGH COURT REPUDIATION OF THE 
EDICT ON THE GROUND THAT IT CONSTITUTES "ENSLAVEMENT" CONTRARY 
TO THE CHAPTER 3 PROVISION OF THE 1963 CONSTITUTION PROHIBITING 
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SERVITUDE; 

- THE DOCTORS' LEGAL RBVRESENTATIVE DECIDED, HOWEVER, 

INSTEAD TO TAKE THE CASE DIRECTLY TO THE COURT OF APPEAL, A 
MOVE WHIH IS PERMISSIBLE UNDER NIGERIAN LAW; 

- ON JULY 6, LAGOS STATE GOVERNOR COMMANDER N. KANO MADE A 
SPECIAL TELEVISION BROADCAST ORDERING THE DOCTORS TO RETURN 
TO WORK, BUT ON THE FOLLOWING DAY ONLY 27 DOCTORS APPEARED AT 
LAGOS GZNERAL HOSPITAL; 

- IN ANOTHER BROADCAST ON THE WEEKEND KANO DECLARED THAT 

"THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOW DECIDED TO END THE WAR OF WORDS WITH THE 
STATE BRANCH OF THE NMA." HE ACCUSED THE DOCTORS OF BLACKMAIL 
AND VOWED TO RESOLVE THE CRISIS. 

3. 

LHE IMPACT OF THE DOCTORS' STRIKE HAS BEEN DRAMATIC. DAILY 
HEADLINES HAVE DESCRIBED PUBLIC SUFFERING AND OUTRAGE. UNTIL 
RECENTLY, EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND. 
RESPONDING TO THE CRISIS, NIGERIAN ARMY HOSPITALS AT IKOYI AND 
YABA AS WELL AS THE NIGERIAN AIR FORCE HOSPITAL AT EBUTTE- 
METTA, HAVE OPENED TO THE PUBLIC FOR THE DURATION OF THE STRIKE. 

AN INTERESTING SIDELIGHT IS THAT T LACK OF PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL 
CARE HAS BEEN A BOON FOR PRACTITIONERS OF "TRADITIONAL MEDICINE." 
ONE NEWS REPORT CITED INCREASING NUMBERS OF PEOPLE FLOCKING TO 
"HERBALISTS" FOR RELIEF FROM A WIDE VARIETY OF AILMENTS. 

4. COMMENT: THE FMG ALONG WITH THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS HAS 
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APPARENTLY BECOME INCREASINGLY ANGRY WITH THE DOCTORS IN THEIR 
APPARENT WILLINGNESS TO SACRIFICE EVERYTHING TO PROTECT THEIR 
LUCRATIVE PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES. LABOR COMMISSIONER HENRY 
ADEFOPE TOLD THE EMBASSY POLITICAL/LABOR ASSISTANT ON JULY 7 
THAT THE FMG FEELS LAGOS NMA CHAIRMAN DR. BEKO RANSOME-KUTI 
IN FACT WANTS REVENGE AGAINST THE ARMY FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF 
HIS ROCK STAR SON'S KALAKUTA REPUBLIC HEADQUARTERS. ADEFOPE 
SAID THAT THE DOCTORS' STRIKE WAS AN "IRRESPONSIBLE" ATTACK AGAINST 
THE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE GUISE OF INDUSTRIAL ACTION. 

5. IN ANY CASE, WITH YAR'ADUA'S ACTION, THE DOCTORS' STRIKE 
PROVIDES ANOTHER VIVID EXAMPLE OF CONFRONTATIONAL POLITICS IN 
NIGERIAN SOCIETY IN WHICH BOTH SIDES REFUSED TO COMPROMISE AND 
FINALLY THE FMG WAS FORCED TO ASSERT ITS AUTHORITY. 

EASUM 

NOTE BY OC/T: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEDICAL DOCTORS, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LAGOS08602 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780289-0369 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780770/aaaacgrq.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7a684977-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LAGOS 8256 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2040354 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FMG ACTS TO AVERT A NATIONAL DOCTORS/' STRIKE 
TAGS: PGOV, AMED, ELAB, Nl 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7a684977-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



